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TROUBLE.FREE HARDGROVE RHODODENDRONS
Doris Royce Remsenburg, New york

I have sixteen of Donald Hardgrove's crosseg that have been growing happily in my
woodland garden. I started with nine in the spring of .1 964, 

"nd 
hau" never lost one.

when possible I add other Hardgroves to my original group, as I know from
experience that they will do well if given the sirirpleiulturil requirements.
Donald Hardgrove was a charter Member of the American Rhododendron Society.
He was also a charter Member and the first president of the New york chapter of
the A.R.s., founded in 1951. He had a sizeabre garden in Merrick, Long rsland, New
York, where he grew the species he coilected and his own hybrids.
Don Hardgrove started hybridizing in 1g45, and by 1964 was well-known for his
many fine hybrids. He saw a great dear of Guy Nearing, who was in many ways his
teacher. In June, 1964, he decided to move to cooke city, Montana, even though heknew that Montana was in no way a reasonable area in which to grow
rhododendrons. He gave an open invitation to all members of the New york chapter
to come to his garden in Merrick, where they could dig such plants as they might like
to take to their gardens for their own pleasure. Many of nis piants are now growing in
the gardens of members of the New york Chaprer.
It was in Merrick that I first met Don Hardgrove, and lcollected nine of his plants that
I had chosen and dug for myself in manageable small sizes-about eighteen inches

R.'Amazement'
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tall. Some of the young plants had tags naming the parentage in the cross; others
had no indication. lt took time and study to come to know each one of the nine, which
were so green and shapely. Only one had a blossom, of avery pleasing red. lasked
Don to tell me what it was called, and his reply was "Call it anything you like". I

named it 'Shady Lady', as it bloomed admirably the following spring planted in deep
shade.

Hardgrove rhododendrons are as free of trouble as any other rhododendrons I have
grown. I had no knowledge of their hardiness, but have found that severe winters
never bother them. They bloom every spring and the leaves always remain a good
green. I have never noticed any bud blast. The Hardgroves I have had here for
seventeen years all root well as cuttings and grow on throughout the summer heat.
'Shooting Star', if planted out in a sunny spot, may give up if we have a very hot
summer in thefirstyear. However, the heat has been high enough to cause collapse
in mine only once.

I would like to give you the present sizes of my Hardgrove plants (all
rhododendrons), eighteen inches tallwhen transplanted from Donald Hardgrove's
woodland garden in Remsenburg, seventeen years ago. In all the measurements,
the first number states how tall, the second number the approximate width (or, if a
blgl number, the circumference).

'Spring Song', one of Hardgrove's early selections (1948), is 34 inches by 28
inches, and has the same parents as 'tr4ary Fleming' ((racemosum x keiskei) x
keiskeil.lt is compact in growth with small leaves, and'tietter color in the flowers
than'Mary Fleming'.

'Shooting Star'(('Fabia'x'Glass White')x'Golden Star'). A compact piant on which
alltrusses are a clearwhite, medium-sized and long-lasting.40 inches by48 inches.
'Painted Star' ('Anita' x 'Meadowbrook'). Creamy truss, with a reddish touch. 50
inches bv 50 inches.

'Copper Cream' (('Fabia'x 'Glass White')x'Letty Edwards'). A lovely sight when in
full bloom, the trusses have cream-colored petals, each one rimmed with a delicate
coppery-red. 50 inches by 72 inches.

'Shady Lady' prefers shade. lts truss is an excellent red. 48 inches by 34 inches.

'Deepest Yellow' (fortunei x (wardii x dicroanthum)) is not a truly deep yellow. The
many trusses are a gentle yellow. 52 inches by 56 inches.

'Merry May White'has a beautiful shape from ground level to top. White trusses,
with a delicate streak of red in the throat. 40 inches by g0 inches.
'Star of Spring' blooms in mid-April. lt is covered with large pink buds turning into
white trusses glowing with pink. As the days of this beauty go by, the pink glow
slowly fades while the white lingers on. The leaves of this big plant, covered with
large trusses, are surprisingly small. 56 inches by 72 inches.

'Gofden Star'(tortunei x (wardii x dicroanthum)|.34 inches by 24 inches.
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