
Rhodo Master
Witb skill, determination and darirry, Dauid Hinton

has created a spectacular rbocloclendron

forest ubere lou'd neuer expect to fincl one.

And be isn't finisbed .1'et

David Hinton has
always lovecl a chal-
lenge. Ever sir-rce his
first experirnents as

a teenager growing
cacti from seed, he's
been curious about
the possibilities of
plants, ancl auda-
cious abor-rt stepping
out in new clirec-
tions. So it's perhaps
not sr-rrprising that
he has unlockecl so
many secrets about
rhocbdendrons, in
the process gaining
an internatictnal reputation as a leading grower
ancl propagator of these plants. Nevertheless, a
first-time visitor to his property 3O kilomerres
southwest of Peterborough, Ontario, is in for a
very big surprise.

You clon'r expecr to find rhododenclrons in
abr-rndance in Zone 5, and in fact not lnany are
in eviclence when you first turn into the lane.
But the narne of the country property, Rhoclo-
.lenclron \Woods, is no rnere flight of fancv:
keep going, ancl before long you di..o,r., u ,"-
cret garden-a spectacular rhododenclron for-
est big enor-rgh to get lost in, set well back
beyontl the house in a dark grove ofpine rrees.

The rhodoclendron woods, along with the
other garclen areas on the property, were 22
years in the rnaking. When David and his wife,
Sandra, who diecl last vear of cancer, moved
here in 1976 with their two yt-,ung chil.lren,
there were only a few mature trees-maples,
hirches and black willows, along with some
waist-high pine seedlings. David's skill, cleter-
mination and daring have tr-rrned it into a five-
acre (two-hectare) garden. A truly astonishing
feat for a gardener who spenJs only about $3OO
a year on his garclen and works alone. (Al-
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thtrr-rgh his u'ite lovetl
the gar.le n, she u'as
not a cLrrdener.)

Tl-re first lear, from
his chair on the back
\-eritnrlah, Davicl
ctrul.l rvatch schttol
huse. pass hr' ,-rr-r the
cirncessi()lt rr)ad to
t1-re north. Nou,,
vtru'.1 nevcr susFect
therc'. a rrra.l paorPr,'.
"lt's 1-rar.l trr iruagine
tirc .l illercr-rce, " he
sals. \\'hen he sits on
thiit Veritnrlah to.lar.,
sir vcars into retire-
t-ncnt trour l-ris jotr in
il .lata pppgg5sing tle-

partment at General N1orors, his vicu' north-
ward takes in perenni:rl b,eJs hacke.l bv tall
trees, ?ntl the.rnly strun.lr arc hir.lcall. an.l rhc
wind in the pines. A ri'alk in anv Jirecrion-
arountl the p,tn.l near thc ha.k ,,i the h,rrrie,
down the hill to the n'etlan.l garden or back
to the arbour where the irises an.l lilacs cro\\,-
eventually leaJs ilrt,, rhc n,,,,.llanJ. Here,
under the pines, are hun.lre.is ar-rrl hundreds of
the twisted trr-rnks of mature rh,r.lo.lendrons-
healthy, plentifr,rl ar-rtl, from earlr. ivlar. to Au-
gtrst, loadeJ u'ith hlos.,,urs, a magical rnix .rf
apricot, rose, orange, pink, red, velkru', purple,
white and peach. Sorne of the flo\\,ers have a
creamy delicacy; orhers appear to have a bright
light shining fr,,1n shs cenl re ()Lrr\\.arJ; all look
as delicate anci precious as the finest origarni
bl.rssom.

But even thor-rgh he's pror-rd of his rhodo-
clentirons, David cloesn't indulge them. He
gives thern a foorl srarr in life, hur afrer thar
they're expectec'l to rnake it on their own. If
they don't, that's fine with hirn; ir means rhev
weren't hardy enotrgh t.r hegin with. "Having
such a large acreage, I can'r codJle rhem," he
says. "l neecl to cut down on maintenance." Of

By Eleanor Ward Photography by Bert Klassen

\:(/ hen it.cornes €
Y Y to gartlening,

http://www.rhodoniagara.org/dh/1998DHJune_July2.pdf
Nicholas
Typewritten Text
<---- Click to continue





