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definitely arrived. Also to be considered were the effects of water loss and
desiccation and perhaps the acceleration of this loss due to wind and
exposure to sun. To tie all of these influencing factors together was the concept
of “micro-climates”- the actual climate of a local area being modified not only
by the natural, topography but also to some degree by the proximity of
buildings, fences, and otherforms of shelter. This was of real encouragment
asthe implications were that perhaps our Edmonton climate could be modified
sufficiently by judicious plant placement and perhaps sheltering to permit
the growing of rhododendrons.

Most publications agreed that rhododendrons in their natural habitats
are exposed to almost constant rains and mists. Thisappeared tobe apoten-
tial problem; however, further reading suggested that sufficient moisture to
replace that lost by transpiration was all that was really necessary. This
again provided some hope, as Edmonton’s precipitationis onlyabout 40 cm.
ayear, but withcomparatively low summer temperatures transpirationis thus
correspondingly reduced. It was also quite practical to supplement nature’s
watering with the garden hose for the area | was considering devoting to
these plants.

The other basic requirement for rhododendron good health was of
course the soil. A high organic, acid soil with good drainage is required,
which naturally, is quite the opposite of most Alberta soils where ourinfamous
“gumbo” (a very heavy clay) can be counted upon to be not too far below
the surface in almost any location. This gumbo always tends to be alkaline,
has essentially no organic matter, and is close to being impervious to water.
Needless to say, major alteration of the soil would be required in order to
achieve any degree of success, but again, it would notbe aninsurmountable
obstacle - just a lot of hard work.

At this point, | decided to attempt growing a small number of rhodo-
dendrons. | was prepared to put the necessary effort into preparing the beds,
applying the winter protection, as well as watering, fertilizing, and “debugging”.
The project had become my “mountain to climb!” My wife provided full
support and encouragement as she still had fond memories of “camps”
made as a young girl amongst the rhodos in her native Britain.

Our house and lot are situated on a gentle rise of land which insures
good air drainage, has a north-south orientation, and, at that time, no trees
to provide the desired “dappled shade” for growing rhodies. The front of
the house (north) was chosen for the location of the plant beds, the logic
being that the house would then provide shading. This | felt would help harden
the plants off in the fall, help reduce desiccation and “sun scald” during the
winter, and prevent the plants from breaking dormancy too early in the spring.
As well, the plants closest to the house would receive mid-day shade during
the summer and some wind protection year round. | believe now that this
was a fortunate decision and probably the foremost factorin the success I've
had. The beds were excavated to a depth of approximately 60 cm., the old
soil replaced with a loam further ameliorated by the addition of peat moss
andsand and acidified with ferrous sulfate, | was not able to lower the soil pH
tolessthan 6.0, but overthe years | have neverhad a problem with chlorosis,
although | do believe the rate of growth has been reduced. It was decided
to allow the beds to settle over the winter and plant the selected rhodies
the following spring, thus giving them the full growing season to develop a
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